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burn oil in place of coal.   This has had a two-fold effect.
The mining industry has suffered, and Great Biitain has to
a certain extent suffered too, in losing one of the factors Their
which gave her such predominance in the first industrial Impioy-
revolution.    But on the other hand, new industries have ment
sprung up in the- place of the old, and labour has shifted
from the decaying mining industry to the newer trades
created by the use of electricity and oil.1   Nor can anyone
doubt the immense gain of these new developments.
Perhaps one of the most widely appreciated changes is
that which has been made in the home*   The laying on of
electricity and gas has become possible even in country
cottages, and houses have become cleaner and lighter as
well as easier to run.   " Labour saving " has enormously "Labour
lightened the woik of the woman in running her home, and saving"
as gas and electricity become cheaper, and are applied to
more devices, so the "housewife" gains, and her family too.
So vital are these new services that, whereas at first gas
was provided by private companies run for profit, by the
time clecti icily came to be developed, it was realized that
it should (like the water-supply of a community) be in the
hands of public authorities. Thus in very many parts of control
the country now, electricity is provided by the municipality
and profits go back into the revenue of the community.2
One other point concerned with household life may be
noted. The development of refrigeration has made it
possible to import meat, butter, and fruit. This has not
only cheapened these commodities, but has allowed of
greater variety, (The introduction of the banana and the
grape fruit are instances of this.) In the same way improve-
ments in canning have led to an increase in the use of canned
food, and here again besides saving of labour a more im-
portant result is an increased variety of diet.
1 c # the whole industiy connected with the cinema, wireless, motoring*
4 In this way too, privately owned undertakings, such as gas companies,
cannot raise their prices beyond those of the publicly owned works, for the
consumers would then simply transfer from the one to the other